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New Zealander Graham McRae visited his motherland to compete
at Ingliston; he is also one of our newest and most welcome
members. \ The Scotsman




ALL THE WAY WITH E.E.A.

WENDY JONES

It was Ecurie Ecosse and Graham
Birrell all the way at Ingliston on
Sunday, July 13, when the Scottish
Motor Racing Club staged their
National Meeting for the S.M.T.
Trophy.

Making his first home appearance
since his continental trip, Graham
Birrell swept all before him in a
demonstration of track mastery.
winning not only the two heats for

Champion of the day—Graham Birrell on his way to winning the
S.M.T. Trophy in our Brabham.

the S.M.T. Trophy but also winning
the “big” saloon race and the
Hartley Whyte Trophy race in his
Wylie-entered Escort. We have
been told that his driving has
improved beyond measure. thanks
to the international competition he
has faced in the past three months:
at Ingliston we saw for ourselves
that this is the case.

Only one driver was fast enough
to challenge Graham in the BT23C;

Phpto: The Scotsman

he was Graham McRae., the 29-
year-old New Zealander who has
been campaigning his own BT23C
with “our” Graham on the Con-
tinent this season.

Practice

The event was plagued by the
usual crop of non-starters. includ-
ing John Millar in his BT21B,
Ronnie Mackay (who, we have been
reliably informed. is not Jimmy
Mackay’s son!) and Richard Scott.
but nevertheless there was a good
international entry with Wayne
Mitchell from Canada and Mike
Campbell from U.S.A. and t’other
Graham from N.Z.

Association members had a few
nasty moments when it seemed all
was not well in the gears depart-
ment of the Brabham G.B. was
pushing around.  Three times he
called at the pits. then motored on.
determined to get a good grid posi-
tion.

He didn’t have it all his own
way, thanks to the determination
and zeal of Graham “Mac” who,
despite one or two off-course
excursions managed to notch fastest
practice time on his first visit to
the circuit. A very creditable per-
formance indeed.

It was also good to see the John
Romanes Lotus up there with the
leaders. in the hands of ex-Scottish
Champion Andrew Fletcher. John
has put in a great deal of hard work
on this Lotus 35 so it was nice to
see it going well.

The two Paul Watson-entered
cars of Mike Campbell (Titan Ford
Mk. III) and Wayne Mitchell
(Brabham BT 28) showed their
potential. although Campbell did
show rather a preference for Mer-
chants’ bend once or twice.

The S.M.T. Trophy Race—Part I

Three experts on the front rank
of the grid, McRae in pole posi-
tion, Birrell and Dave Berry, all
rarin’ to go as the flag fell, and it
was G.B. who made an exemplary
start and led the field into Farmers’
and through Bankers’, followed
closely by Andrew Fletcher. Wayne
Mitchell. Mike Campbell and Gerry
Birrell in the Robs Lamplough
Lotus 41.

On lap 2, “Mac” spun off
attempting to pass G.B. and
dropped ta the back of the field.
By lap 4 McRae was right on
the heels of Andy Goodfellow in
his Fireball 5000. having passed
lan Stirling and Norman Foulds.
As the BT23 swept through into
the “esses” of Farmers’ and
Bankers’, the front wheels of the
Brabham touched the rear wheel
of the Fireball and., whoosh—off
went the wheel plus Goodfellow,
McRae. Stirling and Foulds, who
unhappily were caught up in the
argument. Fortunately no great
damage was done but four cars were
out of the running.

While all this drama was being
enacted, G.B. motored happily on,
followed all the way by Dave
Berry in his BT16 and Andrew
Fletcher, Wayne Mitchell and
Gerry Birrell. On lap 18 of this
20-lap race, poor Gerry was black-
flagged—the rocker cover gasket
blew out and oil was making
things difficult on the track!

And so the race ran out, with
Graham Birrell taking the flag
some 20 seconds ahead of Dave
Berry.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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ALL THE WAY WITH E.E.A. (contd.)

Part 11

After a great deal of feverish
activity in the paddock. during
which some front-wheel parts were
replaced on the McRae car (thanks
to the co-operation of Wayne
Mitchell and E.E.), part II of the
main race of the day got under
way. The pattern this time was
slightly different in that McRae
started from the back of the grid
and Andrew Fletcher made a flyer
of a start and led the field. This
lead was short-lived. however. as
at the end of the first lap it was
the dark blue E.E.A. Brabham
which swept through Merchants’
fcllowed by the Lotus and the
immaculate yellow Berry Brabham.

[f there was driving mastery at
the front of the pack, there was the
same mastery at the rear as McRae
carved his way through the ten
starters until he was lying third on
lap 6 (Andrew Fletcher having
dropped to seventh place after a
spin). However this glory was
short-lived for the New Zealander
when his brakes locked at Plough-
man’s on the next lap and he
investigated another part of this
“interesting” circuit, damaging the
other front suspension part.

Graham Birrell was untouched
by all this, although he did give the
many E.E.A. members a nasty jolt
when he shimmeyed across the
track in front of the grandstand.
Four months ago he might well
have “lost it” but his international
experience showed up and he con-
trolled the slide beautifully. But
it was a nasty moment!

Andrew Fletcher is not a man to
be content with a lowly position and
after some brilliant driving brought
himself back to third place by the
13th lap. behind Welshman Berry,
and held that position until the
end.
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Graham was a very popular
winner of the S.M.T. Trophy and
E.E.A. pocketed a very worth-while
£150 thanks to his efforts.  This
win puts Graham Birrell into the
lead of the Scottish Formula Libre
Championship for the Callands
Trophy.

G.T. Race

If Graham Birrell’s performance
in the Formula Libre races was
polished. then brilliant is the only
word to be used for John Miles’
performance in the G.T. race where
he fielded the Gold Leaf Team
Lotus 62.

Main opposition came from Brian
Muir in a similar GLTL car,
Johnny Blades in his Chevron and
Andrew Fletcher (again) making
his first appearance at the circuit
in his Ford GT 40.

From the drop of the flag it was
Miles all the way with Blades taking
up a challenge which was to be
short-lived as he was passed by
Aussie Muir on lap 3 and pitted
on lap six. Meanwhile Fletcher was
keeping close company behind
team-mate Nigel Morrison in the
Scottish Privateers Chevron. but as
the Chevron coasted to a halt at
Farmers’ on the seventh lap the
G.T. 40 took up the chase. Two laps
later Muir disappeared from the
lap chart and Fletcher was in
second place.

Meanwhile, John Miles was busy
winding in all the opposition. one
by one, until on the penultimate lap
he had only one man to pass,
Andrew Fletcher. It is much to
the Scot’s credit that he managed
to hold off until the chequered flag
and finished on the same lap as the
winner, albeit two yards ahead of
him on the road, one mile behind
in the race! Third was a much-
improved Eddie Labinjoh in the
Fisher GT.



