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INGLISTON hasted iis fiftieth

L ]
Ni
meeting

on Sunday when, despite

miserable weather and track conditions through the morning and
early afternoon, Scottish Motor Racing Club found themselves with
a much better day's sport than the starter's list — rather
uninspiring for a national event — suggested before the action
began. In this SMT Trophy meeting, the feature race was a two-
Bsn‘ saloon thrash won handsomely by a back-from-the-wilderness

ouglas Niven, while Brian Nelson took the similar two-part Libre
event after a most entertaining forty laps.

FORMULA FORD
— 15 laps

Colin MacLean from Easter
Ross, going’ very well in Scottish
events thiz  season, was  well
beaten from pole position when
the flag dropped, and Dwonald
Macleod's 69F streaked off
ghead of Graham Cuthbert's
similar car and Ingliston FF
championship leader Jay Pollock’s
Crossle 20F. By lap four MacLean
was three seconds clear and appa-
rently well on his way to another
win. Next time round, Cuthbert
waved Pollock through before
Lefthander and retired directly
to the paddock. MacLean and
Lawson, both in Hawkes, had
ambitions aboui third place but
although Lawson closed up from
time to time in traffic, MacLean
never lost the advantage.

Suddenly it became clear that
MacLeod was having trouble lap-
ping backmarkers, and at Cara-
van on lap 14 Pollock had
closed right uwp when MeLeod
was baulked e Crossle darted
through on the inside and got
clear away to win by 25 Doug
Bassett’s
in practice, stalled on the grid,
gol away almost at the end, but

romped through to fifth place
and set fastest lap.
1, ) Pollock (Crossle 20F), 1%5m

.45 (60.43 mph); 2 D. MacLeod
{Lotus 69F); 3, C, MacLean {Hawke
DLIB); 4, 5. Lawson (Hawke DL2B).
— Fastest lap: Bassett (Nike Mk &),
59.4% (62.42 mph).

FORMULE LIBRE (part one)

— 20 laps
_ If a humorist were trying to
invent a name for a tiish

award in the haggis-and-Harry-
Lander tradition, he might well
come up with something not un-
like the Auchentoshan Trophy,
which was put up for the main
allcomers eveni by former racing
and rallvman John Milne, chair-
man of a distillery firm producing
Auchentoshan malt whisky. Some
sporis and GT machinery was
mixed in with the single-seaters,
and during a very rainy practice
session Guy Edwards in the Bar-
clays International Lola T290 tied
for fastest time with John Pol-
lock™s Lotus 69F2,

In clouds of spray off the line,
Brian MNelson's 2-litre Hart BDA
engined Crossle and Pollock's
Lotus-FVA played chicken to-
wards the Esses; from the longer

ike, after some spins

outside line away from the start,
MNelson made it first and never
losi the lead. Edwards weni well
throughout in a lonely third
place, although by lap three he
was nearly six seconds down on
Pollock, who was himself trailing
Melson by one and a half seconds
Johnny Blades and John Calvert
in  Atlantic Lotus and March
respectively took up fourth and
fifth places, followed by Bernie
Hunter, running on three wets
and an intermediate on another
Lotus Formula Atlantic car. He
spun at Lefthander and had to
visit the pits w have the low-
tension lead replaced.

Nelson was passing tail-enders
as early as lap six, nudging one
of them after the hairpin, and
although Pollock gnl fairly close

uring all the

OfcE or twice

traffic driving, the Crossle won
the first part of the eveni by
5.3s Calvert put in a big push
over the last five laps, bul was
still two-fifths of a second behind
Blades at the end.

1, B. MNelson (L0 Crossle-Hart
22F), 16m 5535 (65.02 mph); 2, J.
Pollock (1.6 Lotus-FVA 69): 3, G,
Edwards (L0 Lola T280); 4. 1.
Blades (1.6 Lotws 69). — Fastest lap:
Nelson, 5505 (67.42 mph).

SPECIAL SALOONS (pari one)
— 15 laps

The Celtic Homes Escort-BDA
has had a very up-and-down sea-
son, but afier hearing from Frank
Gardner, who drove it in its
Alan Mann days, how it was sup-
fased to be set up for racing,
Jouglas Niven and company had
devoted a full month to rebuild-
ing the car the wav Frank said
it ought to be. Changes include
new suspension all round, lighter
springs, higher-profile tyres and

tered ride heights. In wet-road
practice, though, fastest time was
put up by Jimmy Veitch, going
like a bomb this season now that
he's back with FWIDx with Niven
second and Eric Smuth's Cooper
5 third, Best of the one-litres was
Andy Barion, now in his very
special hybrid Cooper with 997cc
Ford SC A aboard.

When the SMT Trophy race
got under way, it was Miven who
made a sparkling start from the
middle of the front row, straight
into  the lead.
Yeitch off the line, b Jimmy
got ahead at the first gear change
and finished the lap right behind
the Escort. For the first six laps,
Miven never got moré than cight

Smith just beat ®

ven and Nelson star

lengths ahead; ofien. there were
only two lengths in it Bill Dryden
mn the SMT Firenza, not ar its
best in these conditions, was origi-
nally fourth, bui fell to Barton's
charging one-litre out of the hair-
pin third time round.

Velich tried as hard as he
could 1o stay with the Escorl on
the slightly drying track, closing
right up at Arena and Lefl
hander, but on lap seven Niven
managed to get a second and a
half ahead, and contact had been
lost. The margin stayed much the
same to the end

1, A. Niven (2.0 Escori-BDA), 15m
56.85 (58.13 mph); 2, J. Veitch (1.2
Cooper 5); 3, E. Smith (1.3 Cooper
Si; 4, A. Barton (1.0 Cooper-SCA).
— Fasiesi lap over 1Mcc: Niven,
6115 (59.61 mph); 130cc: Veltch,
6185 (5904 mph); 1080cc: Rarion,
6.0 (58.86 mph).

MODSPORTS — 15 laps

The rather thin modsporis
field was padded out by some of
the saloons which hadn't quali-
fied for the SMT Trophy race,
but this unprepossessing eniry was
enlivened by the fact that some-
body was obwviously selling kami-
kaze pills on the dummy grid.
Two cars had push starts, Roddy
Wyllie's  beautifully turned-oul
but perpetually unlucky Dumfries

Motor Company Triumph GT&
broke its diff in the mid of the
ack, and in an indescribable

our - cars - inlo - the - space -
for - two escapade at the Esses
on lap one, John Abasalom's
Ginetta was shunted hard and
head-on inte the Armco, Neil
Smith’s Mini Clubman graunched
to a halt behind it. while Bob

Hutchison's Sprite crawled into
the infield to retire.

Miles Hopperion 1ok the lead
and eventually won by 15s Tan
Hall’s Sprite was second at the
end of the first lap, but spun and
let John Fletcher through, unti]
Fletcher's Elan did a 180-degree
ipin into the inside Armeco in
front of the main grandstand
doing itself no good at all. Hall
gyrated again at the Arena
entrance on the seventh but
dropped only one place, while
Malcolm Nugent, who'd been
minding his own business found
himself in a comfortable second
place.

I, M. Hopperton (1.3 Midgef),
Iém 1665 (5639 mph)y 2, M.
Mugent (1.8 Lotws Elan):; 3, L. Hall
(L1 Sprite); 4, A. Souter (1.6 Lotus
Elan). Fastest lap over 11Sbee:
Fletcher, 6365 (58.30 mph); wnder
1150cc: Hull, 64.8: (57.22 mph).

FORMULE LIBRE (part two)
— 20 laps

Having finished the first part
of the Auchentoshan Trophy race
5.35 behind Brian Melson, John
Pollock bombed off into the lead
to ry to make up the deficit. Guy
Edwards made a great starl to
sl the Barclays International
Lola into second place towards
the Esses, with Calvert behind
and Nelson fourth,

Edward's second place didn't
last the lap. Going into the hair-
pin. impossibly fast, he spun on
to the outside grass and con-
nected with the barrier. Calvert,
who was just behind, had no op-
tion but to come to a complete
if momentary halt. Marshals
signalled to Edwards to stay where
he was, but he made himself 100
per cent unpopular by trying to
get nwa{ ain in the middle of
the pack. Coming off wet grass

on to ‘ary track he spun round

WINMNER of the second heat of the Libre race was John
Pollock. However, he had to give best to Brian Nelson on

aggregate.



again. sull at the hairpin, and col-
sarted yef agmn. by now sprayving

bits of minced Loda on to the
track, and did another ful] lap
before  inevitably  retirg into

¥ou

1h; pits. Il-advised, wao

say)

Campbell  Graham's Crossle
19F and Bernic Humnier's Lotus
69 Atlantic tangled at the hairpin
a few laps later. and when the
Lotus's nose woas shunted off, the
Crossle ran over it and eventually
retired with a puncwre. Hunter
spun at Lefthander two laps later,
stalled and couldn't restary Al
this time, John Pollock was crear-
ing a five-second gup  between
himself and MNelson, who was
dbviously not at full stretch, while
Jay Pollock was flinging his FF
Crossle arountd wilh gay abandon
in midficld. Calvert, who'd been
ahead at the start until finding
himsell mixed-up with the Lola,
was really tigering at the heels
of Blades's Lotus which Eu.dﬂgnl
ithead during that first-lap melee.
Although Blades was trailing part
of his roll bar along the rack,
it didn't seem to make all that
much difference to the Lotuss
handling.

In the later stages, Nelson put
on the pressure 1o caich Pollock
and iry io win both halves of the
race as well as the whole thin
on  aggregate, and the Pollncﬁ
Melson and BladesiCalvert battles
really made for excellent racing
However, Melson left it a lap or
two too late It was only on lap
19 that he got right behind along
by Southstand towards the hal;‘r-
pin, perhaps rehearsing 1
pounce which he was hoping 10
make. The move didn't come off,
and Nelson had to siay in second
place, although the winner on
aggregate by 4.0s. Calvert, who
made fastest lap of the race in
his tremendous chase after Blades,
tricd everything 10 get alongside
the Lotus, bui Blades couldn't
be flustered and is not in any case
the man 1o leave an unnecessary
inch and a half on his inside.

ll;' i:.: .:ti.hﬂ"“ L“?.’:.‘: s
| | 1.H Wl son
J. Blades

&9 4, 3 vert (L6
Ti1). — Fastest lap: Calvert,
EL6s (69,18 mph).

ate: 1. MNelson, 3Tm I7.9s
1, 3Tm 3Lis; 3, Blades, 38m
d.6s; 4, Calvert, 3m 41,45,

SPECIAL SALOONS (part two)
— 15 laps

The story of the second part
of the SM’?.Tmphy race was thai
Douglas Niven led the whole way:
but once again there was some
excellent racimg behind  him.
Jimmy Veitch actually moved first
off the line, bur a gear-changing
problem  dropped him back  be-
tween the second-row pair. Niven
and Smith came round in the first
two places at the end of the fap,
and when Veitch had 1o pull into
the pits Miven had an almost un-
beatable  anithmetical advantage

egale times,

had  the SMT
Firenza, now getting the power
down on (o a dry road, poing
really well from the second row
of the grid but it ook him until
lap four te pass the incredible
Andy Barton, who was in the pro-
cets of obliterating not only his
own record,  but  the
1300cc record as well. By the end
of lap seven Dryden had closed
fight on the Escom's tail COMINg
into the Arena, and it was here
that Niven suddenly feli the extra
push of 2% litres of Blvdenstein
power as well as his own 2 litres
of BDA!

Round the back of the cireuit
the rear end of the Firenza n
to get rather iwitchy, and on lap
cleven Dryden spun right round
at the pils entrance, though he
held it well and continue only
one place down. When he had
another spin in front of the
grandstand next time round, he
decided 1o pull off on o an exit
road,

in the
Bill -

1, A. Niven (L0 Escort-BINA), 14m
17.8s Mﬂhﬁu

ate: |, ™
I M 3.6s: 3, Smith, Mm
01.08s; 4, Fyda, Jlm 29,45,
FORMULE LIBRE to 1580cc
and FORMULA FORD
— 15 laps

Last race of
looked a bit of a hoich-poich,
with Formula Ford entries being
#ccepled to make up the numbers
on the day of the ing. How-
ever, il had the f:u! antage
that the mﬁiq imil gave most
of the ttish  single-seater
drivers the chance of an outright
win for a ¢
- Bassent's Nike led away

‘om & starl, pursoed
by Douglas Thomson's Erosse-
Imp. However, Bassett, who may
have the victim of some oil
spilled on the dummy grid by a
non-sarter in this race, lost it
completely crossing ihe line at
the end of lap one, went off inio
the barrier and took the Ecosse-
Imp with him. Meither car was
able to continue, John Barr's
BT28 took over the lead and heald
it safely until lap eight, when
Brian Harrison in the turbo-
charged Vixen began to close up.
Harrison actually snaiched first
place at the hairpin on lap 12,
but hadn't a hope of clling
found the corner as well, and
spun down to fourth place.

R.F.

I, L. Bary (10 Brabham BT
T4m 1445 (6500 mphi; I,
Labinjoh {11 Fisher Spyder): 3, B,
Harrison (1.4 Vixen-I
Clive Heeves (1.6 Mullock
$BFF). — Fastest lap:
E4.0s (8847 mph).

the afterncon



