INGLISTON

Tremendous

THE new Scottish racing season

Taft

officially with the largest

started
entry ever at Ingliston split into 10 races, two of them devoted to the
MG Metro circus. Lap records were broken all aver the place on the
dry, if windswept, track, and the organisers actually ran ahead of
schedule, the last race finishing prematurely within seconds of its due

start thme.

Tim Harvey and Dave Loudon
headed the Mewros for their ex-
hilarating warm-up race, the main
interest of which for most of the
crowd, was David Leslic moving into
the top six on lap five.

Peter Jamicson led the FF16&()
heat from the line followed

eman  Kevin  McCormick  and

nneth Brown. Jamicson's exhaust
started breaking up on lap six, but he
continucd as quickly as ever. though
sounding like a particularly off-song
speedway hike,

“It’s frommed wpon but it seems 1o
work”™ was lain Gardner’s comment
on the sideways siyle of driving
which won him the road sporis car
race from a lonely Brian Hill wnd
John Mackie. Behind them, Ray-
mond Stewart had great fun trying to

his Clan in touch with Craham
McCallum.  who  was  driving  his
immaculate Porsche in the manner of
one who could probably  sfford
another il the need arose,

The red hights came on for the

Scottish round of the British Car
Aunctions MG Metro Challenge as
the third row of the grid was sortin

itself out, which caused a kot o

confusion in the next few seconds.
Senies leader Roger Jones, on pole,
got bogged down and retired after
two three-cylinder laps. The order of
the race was almost exactly that of
the previous heat, with the addition
of Paul Taft at the front Hing"
gradually away from Tim E:m:'y
after lap five.

Kenny Allen made andther: true
hillclimber's start with _hls Wizion !'I'l:._,h

the sportscar race.d thing A
he ispnn:m"gn ng used 1o, Alled’s
lead lasted five taps, and two laps
later he was down o third behind
Fyda's Mallock and Paul Gibson's

sion now with a rough engine.
Andy Smith took another Class “B”
Clubmans win in yel another Vision,

broken twice in the hrst three laps of

the main race (see Pit  Lane).
Cameron Binnie b hi it down o
51.7s having passed Willie Rose for

second , and leader Tom Brown put it
1o 51.4% a lap later, Brown extended
15 fead in mid-race, but Binnie
pulled back towards the end and
made several determined but un-
successful attempts at passing on the
last lap.

A determined start in the road
saloons up to 1600 cc race saw Oily
Ross first into the Esses in his Fiesta
from lain Gardner's Peuw and

while guickest Sports 2000 was Nick Jimmy Fleming's Tovota. Fleming

Brid
Shrike. -
Formuls Ford lap

in his energetcally-driven  charged into second at the hairpin on

lap one, but which time Ross was
record was  ahead and  uncatchable.

Andrew

FORMULA FORDSTERS Tom Brown and Cameron Binnie both fook fums
breaking the lap record, Brown aveniuatly making it stick with a fine 51.45.

Fletcher was third on the road in his
Nowva which, being unsilenced. was
ineligible for an award. Gardner
spent most of the race in fourth
before being overhauled on the last
lap by the tremendously enthusiastic
Craig Conway and Dnus Drawson in
Fiesta and Metro re tively.
History repeated itselfl for Kenny
Allen as he took an immediate lead
in the libre event and lost it when the
engine started wheezing. Paul Gib-
son took over, after he had fought off
Leslie Duncan’s Vision, and crossed
the line nearly four seconds ahead of
Allen. Later he was excluded for
ing under the yellow flag. and
ater still, reinstated by a tribunal.
Eric Paterson’s Mallock Mk27 was

24-4-5S

Chal-

fourth ahead of the leadin FF20a)
driver, Tom Brown, who had actu-
ally held off Paterson up 1o lap nine.
le McGaughay showed that he is
«till by far the quickest GT driver in
Seotland by winning his race casily.
Ron Cumming was next in his Esprit,
followed by Hill Paul who had made
a hesitant start in his AC. First of the
ane-litre cars was lan Forresys Tmp
which, however, was nothing like as
spectacular as the sideways Davrian
of Eric Munnoch. b
Having his second drive n the
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Decratn BFEH). 3. W, Hme [Revnard): 4. H

Ecurie Ecosse Chevette, Hu
mers won the shortened road saloons
aver-1600 ¢c race from lan Biruce's
Sunbeam Lotus, By half distance a

at deal of oil had been droppe

yond the start-line, most O it
courtesy of Escort driver FRonnie
Siahl, whose engine split into its
component paris on lap four. The
observers were none too happy
about some people’s antics on the
slick, and called a halt after six laps
— an unfortunate end 10 a most cn-
joyable day’s racing.
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