Tohn Miles fn ghe Lotus 62 leads Andy Fletcher's GT#0, John Bades’ Chrron-FE A, Nigel Maorrison's ll'.hvm Brien Muir i the other 1‘:1

and Georpe Silverwonsts Mercury GT imie Banker's.

Birrell wins at Ingliston

By BILL HENDERSON

OR once ihis year the Sooltish MRC

onjoyed excelient weather sl leglsicn

for their SMT Trophy saticns] ks Sun-
day. As B becoming [requemily the oase,
e was & rash of non-aeriers, lesving
small grids in some evenis. However, o
mmed ouf to be Grabem Birrell's dey, s
b= wom both pars of the main single-seaier
cvent in the Ecurie Foosse Brablam BT23C
m froni of a 10000-strong crowd, & additon
i laking lwo fumaway viclofics with his
Fscam TC. Joha Mies domisated the well-
supporied GT moe in the GLTL Lotes 62,
as @il Sedric Bell (Mind-Cooper 5) the small
sloon evenl

The mecting got molling with ke big =loon
I-lapper, b throughout by Graham Birrell,
whose I-lite Escori TC was failed imitmlly by
Davie Muoler's Mini-Cooper 5 amd Ron
MeCutchgon™s Mimi, Hill Borowman kalal
his fucl-ingecsed 1.3 throwgh from & second
mw grid position (o joen them, On the
opening lap Johs Blasckley got his 1.9 Rock-
side AMLMGE on the gmws before Bankers
endd in megaming ithe track ooded the e
for Jim Dryden's 130, Romnie Morrison's
fuckinjeciedl 5§ and Lew Emmlic's Mini,
Borrowman displaced Mwtier on lap 4, the
e being processional thereafter.

In the small mloons [0-apper Logan Mos-
risom {Singer Chamais) gave the crowd an-
other af his peefect stams, bul had pole mas
Sedric Bell {Cooper) nabblng st his rear bum-
per for four baps, the Mini sssuming oom-
mand when & drive coupling broke. Inberes
sher this cenired an ihe relemless chase by
Bosroeman, this tme B & O 5, wilk
Bob Haining's Imp o lonely third shead of
Jammy Sime's sammow-iyred 1-lere Misi,

The SMT Trophy for single-scsters, rus in
two M-ap pars, promised well, despite the
shsence of Richard Scoir's F1 Brabbam BT21,
Ronsie Mackay ixwaking an engime for his
F3 BTZIH) asd Geolf Ofiver (F3 Lobes 413,
while poor Poha Millar hed hs wwmal ool
IngEsion luck, dsmaging his 2-Btre BMW.
emginad BT2IR in practice. However, Graham
McRye and Graham Berrell had given a fiery
driving display in their FI Brabham BT230Cs
in practice 1o share the froad ol the grd waith
Dave Berry's BTIS twan-cam. I was Barrell
who made he best @an, with ke MNew
Tmlinder bombing past on (he sbmight 10
snatch the kead umder heaking into Weat Gate
Herwever, the whl whipped roumd and McRae
innded on the apex of the hairpin, the Boosse
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car nipping pasi amd away. Berry held the
clderty BTG in seoomd place in o thdy drive.
McRar was blasiimg round b megled with
Andy Goodicllow st Bamkers, the lner's 4.7
Chevrolet-powernd Cooper TH shed o wheel
and failing drive shafi, and the mesulting
midlée also pus out lan Stirling's Lola. Mean-
whils Andiew Fleicher was geiting the mea-
sure of John Romames” 2-litre Lobas-Climax
¥ and was imient on cwiching Berry, and
Wayme Miichell in his mew F3 Brahbam
BTIE was being hounded by Gerry Birrell,
who was skilfully piloting Robs Lamplough's
old F1 Lotus 41 until he was blsck

wilk 8 rocker box pasket shedding oil on the
track, which cassed Mike Campbell in fifik
place i spin his F} Titan Mk } at Plough-
man's.

The secand pan Ister in the afternoon saw
McRee _in action onge more with a pepaired
front_wishbone, Norman Foulds (F3 BT21H)
and Stirfing were alo 0wl again. This time
Fleicher held the siar advantage, omly 1o be
overwhelmed by Birrell s ihe Foosse BT23C
before the ond of the hp In ik meastne
McRac was howling his BT23C back imio
contention, bal bocking bmkes elimenatod the
car on lap 6, lmving Mitcchell's BT2E being
hetled aslomg by Gerry Birrel in the Lam-
piough 41, Fletcher dropped back after &
nonsense on lap %, while Berry grabhbed
scoond and Camplell’s Titan thind. Fleicher
Fought back to third place, Miltchell taking
over Campbell's place when the Toan spun
ol ol West Gate. Gerry Birrell baled ou
of the 4], which waz giving his back a
scalding shower, while Foulds amd Tomy
Charned] finshed a lap in arvears, the leters
16 Lols T55 somewhat breathless

The Formuls For cvent with bui cight
siarters was peduced forber at 1the starl as
Ted Clark stripped his Lotus 51 gearbox
Gierry Bimrell led throsghout, giving a demon-
sirabion win im his vl Cresslé 16F, Tom
Walkinshaw drove the workzs Hawke nesily
ahead off Dave Manners” Lotus 31, which had
Hrian Squires’ Merhm ME 11A wwiching for
ihe slighiest emor

The [%lapper for OT cars produced ihe
only Tull grid of the day, favountes for the
outaght win beng Johs Milks amd Brian
Muir in the GLTL Lotus 62s, wah Bhely
challenges coming from Johnay Blades” Py
powered Chevion BE and Andrew Fletcher in
his Ford GT#) This s how B turned ot
with Miles streaking off isio 3 huge bead Trom

the Chevioms of Blades snd Nigel Morrisom
(BE-BMW) snd the GTS). Muir sicemed into
socomd spot om lp 3, while Blades dis-
nppenred feom the chans on bp ¥ and
Momrizon omes lap leier. Then Muir went oul
on lap ¥ with & loose battery box, leaving
Fleicher nlmost o minwie behind the Bying
Miles. The 1130 o oam witnessed Bddie
Labinjoh doing wosder im Jack Fsher's GT,
working it wp Ao thind overall and lowerng
George Siherwood’s clus record by 0.3 soc,
ibe lHer completing only one lp in the
Mercury GT, Hall Dryden meanwhile bhowled
the lifth Homds 5800 of H. and G, Rohinson
U o aslPomomics] meva B his chase some
B secs behind, Baving Mils Hopperion's afl
purpose 1.1 Midget 0.2 sec behind him.

The doy emded with the weusl Harley
Whete 1%lnp mce, which gave leader Graham
Birrell hizs second saloom victory im the L0
Escort TC from Bill Borrowmam (1.3 Mind-
Cooper 51 Main inlgecsl was s the progiees
of Jimsy Yelich (1.3 Mmi-Cooper 5
Ikrough the fiekl 1o thard place, OUSCing
Sadric Bell on ik way, alihough the latier has
the consolstion of sharing a new |-litre
class recond lap with Andy Baron, both W
10 Mins-Cooper 54, the lsiter dropping a
valve aller a mo-quarter fussle with A, M.
Smigh (1.3 Cooper S)

walaang 5000 o= (10 Lapal: 1,
Tl (2.8 Fund Escad TC), B m &S00 &

G. r
.04 mgh; 2. W. Bormoweman (1.3 Mini
Bi: 3, 0. Mater (1.3 Mink-Cocpsr 8]). f’m
flag: Beerwil. ET.8 5. 84,15 mph

Gpseisl sslsons up b 900 oo (99 |
85 A& Ball (1.0 MinkCospar B), 0 m 24 &
E0.58 mphc 2. wB':d-'e-m 1.0 -
81 3, Hainng 1.0 Hillman isg). Fasbeel
Isgp: Ball ssd A Barios (1.0 Ilc--Eoup- £,
38.0 », BE.B2 mph

Fosmela Foid (88 Eapa): 1 u H B lllu-u
romald 1EF). T4 m_ A u, T.
mmn-. Ml DLZ}; T i

1) Fastest Mp: hm-h 870 & BA.D3
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