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Reid's new record

WITH dry weather and the Wimpey resurfucir_u; now nicely
matured, Ingliston was ripe for some record-breaking at Sunday’s
Rothmans Trophy race meeting. Several of the class figures went
by the board, and former libre champion Tommy Reid celebrated
his return to the circuit by setting up the first-ever 80 mph
lap, comfortably disposing of Gerry Birrell's old outright record
in the process. Bill Dryden had no trouble in winning the featured
saloon event, Graham Cuthbert simply disappeared over the
horizon in the FF race, while Tony Charnel] had a busy end-of-
meeting spell and won the last two races in his Gropa and a
borrowed Mopar Avenger.

SPECIAL SALOONS who was a secoid behind ar the
under 1000 cc — 10 laps end of the first lap. Leckic kept

= - pressing - hard,  and - slammed

After a_ len-lap cyclc  race. through ai Lefthander on lap two.

second leg of a Glasgow-Edin-
burgh thrash, came the first heal
of the Rothmans Trophy. Intro-
ducing i, the programme ' de-
livered itself of this remarkable
sentence: “Ai the time of wriiing
this load of old cobblers half of
the entrics shown opposite had
nol been reccived and accordingly
there is a fair-amounl of  guess-
work involved!" For this the spec-
tators pay 20p? Ir's surcly time
that the printing schedules were
altered. or some effort made 1o
close entrics on the closing date.

With Sedric Bell and Andy
Barton not_involved in their un-

- bealable Mini-Fords, it was left
to_the Scottish drivers to fight
things out. From the stari the
front-row Imps made a fine get-
away, with Duncan Fisher just
making the first move, 1o be over-
hauled immediately by Norman
Dickson, With 'Bob Leckic's
Chamois Coupc coming up fast,
it was just likc the old one-litre
days when Gerry Birrell,

orrison  and Tony Charnell
used to yell “Chicken!™ al cach
other all the way to the Esses.
Indeed, Fisher's car is lhe ex-
Morrison, cx-Alan Frazer
machine which has worn its years
remarkably well.

Ian Forrest’s Imp didn't survive
the start, and Fisher's car was
pushed down the ficld a_ few
places. With Dickson in front,
il was Bob Leckic in the very
smarl Roy Thomson Chamois

The Chamois pulled out a 1wo-
second lead, and then was given
a bonus when Dickson’s. Imp
broke a driveshafi and eventually
retired.  John Fyda and Bill
Donald scrapped well in the early
stages, and although John had
no cluich after lap four, it seemed
1o improve things, because by lap
cight he had finally got a fair
amount of daylight betwcen him

and the purs

1. R. 1.0 Chanwis Coupe)
9m 38.8s (64.06 mph); 2, D. Fisher
L0 Hillman Imp); 3, J. Fyda (1.0
Agra lmp-Ford); 3, W. Donald (1.0
Hillman Imp).—Fastest lap: Fisher,
56.6s (65.5 mph).

_ FORMULA FORD—I10 laps

There's a Jot of interest in For-
mula Ford north of the border
this season, and no fewer than
20 cars practised for the Firestone
Trophy, all bui iwo of them
driven by-Scots. Graham Cuthbert
was in annihilatory form with his

Lus g arry
Acheson’s Merlyn from the line,
took Some disappcaring pills and
finished the first lap no less than
2¥s in the lead. Throughout the
race, il was noticeable thai he
didn’t scrub off speed through
Arcna the way almost all the
others did, and he put on an
extra lap until he was conient
to stay something like 10 or 12
seconds clear.

Brotherston (Brabham), Morri-
son (Crossle) and Rceves (Mal-

lock) avoided a joint nasty in
front. of, the main” grandstand ar
the end of one of the carly laps,
bui the main pursuit of Cuthbert
was led by Acheson, Stuari Law-
son in the  Belmont  Garage
Hawkce and John MacGilvray's
Crossle, The order never changed,
bul it was an cngrossing scrap
as MacGilvray made up on Law-
son, who got away once morc and
began 1o press Acheson, only (o
lose louch again and have the
Crossle yery close behind ar the
flag. Andrew Jeffery, who went
so well al the last meeting with
the  cx-Johnny Gerber  Elden.
made a poor Start and was never
really m touch with this second
group. During the race Cuthbert
deall a severe blow 1o the FE
record, of which he had been onc
of the joint holders.
1, G, Cuthberi (1.6 Lofus 69F) 9m
mph); 2, M. Acheson
S. Lawson (1.6
. MacGilvray (1.6
).—Fastest lap: Cuthbert,
53.25 (69.70 miph), record. 5

SPECIAL SALOONS -
oter 1000 cc — 10 laps

The second Rothmans heat-saw
the re-emergence of the Celiic
Homes Boss Escort after ils mis-
adventures a1 Rufforth. A replace-
ment block and pistons had been
fitted, bul an oil pipe broke in
practice. lengthy repairs  werc
needed, ' and the car never
sounded in, anj'll\ing like its old
trim. Bill Dryden's SMT Firenza;
was on pole, with John Walis in
the Trustee Savings Bank Cooper
S alongside, showing all 1he signs
of Douggic Watis's old ability
to make the works Cooper S rally
cars hum,

Dryden made another of his
excellent staris and swepl into
an immediate lead from. Wats,
Derek Huntley (Escorl-FVC) and
Eric Paierson's Colvend Cooper
S. The car  was (hree
seconds up on the first lap, and
Bill sailed off into the wide blue
yonder (o finish 10 full seconds
ahead. Behind him_the chase was
among Waits, Jackic Palterson’s
D Firenza and Huntley's
Escorl. For most of the time the
Boss Escorl went round in an un-
accustomed seventh place.

Behind Dryden, the battle was

JOHN WATTS keeps his Cooper S ahead

beginning fo hot up. Waits and
Patterson nudged each other ai
the hairpin on the fifth lap, and
three laps later al the same place
there was a real ear-up. Patterson
went for the inside of the hairpin
and punted Watls, whose car took
the impact on a wheel. The wheel
immediately broke, the tyre went
went flai. Al this most inoppor-
tune moment, Huntley tried to
pass the Codper out of the hair-
pin. but Waits was aboul (o go
into an unavoidable spin and the
Escort hil ~ his car preity hard,
breaking one of its own wheels.
When the two cars came (o rest,
Huntley leaped out apparently
offering  violence, not knowing
about the into-the-hairpin shunt.
All the while, Patterson was
bombing away round Lefthander,

s in second place.
mw,’ wr.cIVIyMn (2.3 Firenza) 9m
22.6 (65.90 mph); 2, J. Patterson (2.3

irenza); 3, F. Gunn (1.3 Arden
Cooper_S); 4, E. Paterson (1.3 Col-
vend Cooper. S).—Fastest lap under
1300 cc: Gunn, 56,25 (65.98 mph).
Fastest lap over (300 cc: Dryden.
54.4s (68.16 mph).

MODSPORTS—10 laps
After a kart race, the modsporls

seemed 1o promise well, “with
Mike Nugent’'s Elan and John

- e - - )
i MESSRS Lloyd and Spice keep close company at Woodcote.
of .the Marina’s best performances  put (ogether a good display of pole position.
1o date. riving in the wel lo produce a When the spray subsided as
Despite the wet weather the substantial lead after a few laps. (he cars streamed out of Copse

number of indiscretions was sw  Even the need (o drive the last

prisingly  few, lin Cooper's three laps on the ignition switch
imca Rallye swapping ends al ~ when the throtte stuck open did
Woodcote at the height of a not embroil him. in the second

spiriled dice with the similar cars place baile which developed

of Simon Kirkby and Kecith during the final stages of the race
Wallace, their race-long  duel and which. was only resolved in
proving yel again (o be amongst the final lap when John Evans
the highlights of-Group | racing. squeczed his Elan between the
Derrick Brunt had one of the  markers of  Woodcote and
biggest ~ possible moments at Richard Jenvey's Midget,

Becketls when  he revolved  his This race contained little to

Firenza six or cight times, con- stir the blood, although Desmond
tinuing to finish in ninth spot. Keech was lucky not 10 spill_his
Both Nigel Stovin-Bradford and when his Marcos carried straight
Denis Thorpe were called in by on a1 Woodcote, missed the caich
the stewards to have their legs fences and crashed heavily into
= smacked for bringing their Hunter the sleepers. Andrew Frazer too
and Firenza into contact. was in trouble with his Marcos;
Sp?'"(.;lo l:dmﬂ'cﬂ 3150:‘; |-”‘.3- after fnghlc;:ins the crowd scvcrhul
ce (3.0 Fo apri), 16m 03.85 imes wil near  spins e
(72.07 mph); 2, R. "';':I‘: ‘;g‘ﬂ‘;“‘, éventually lost il completely on
> ‘.'m 18.4s the exit of Woodcote and again
7 whilst lryinf 10 power away from
B. Unett (1.7 Hil- the scene of his previous “erime,”
42.4s (69.30 mph); He eventually retired the uncon-
.6 Ford Mexico)i (rollable beast with water in the
3, D. Bruni (2.3 Vauxhall Firenza). ofccirics.
l'n':’ur lap: Unett, Im 2245 (70.25 Overall and 1151-2000 cci 1, J.
mph).
£801-£10151 1, L Dutton (1.3 Ford  e'syer, (18 Lotis Flan), i5m 10.05
B T o (18 M Elan)s 3, R. Jenvey (1.3 MG Midget).
aps; o arshal | L]
Marian); 3. S. Kirkby (1.3 Simea Fostest lap: Fletcher, Im 13,85 (7844
Rallye). Fastest lap: Dutton, 1m 25.8s
mph).

2001-3000 cc: 1, E. Stephens (3.0
1925 (70.94

(67.4 B
Up (o £800: I, T. Lanfranchi (15 TVR Tuscan.  16m v
MOIEVICM. 16m 54.6s (6276 mph),  Tyscan); 3, 22
it £ sl 13 b o
¥ ; 3, J. Markey (1.5 Mos
vich lﬂ‘).“l:;ﬂcﬂ lap: Lanfcanchi, Stephens, 1m 13.8s (78.44 mply),
1m 30.45 (64.04 mph).
SPECIAL GT — 39 laps
MODSPORTS — 12 laps
The mlrx for the main race
Much  of the of the was  much

romised in this round of the depleted by hon-stariers, 19 cars
luc Circle Championship dis- making it to the grid in the most
appcared as the cars lefl the line palling d inab]
and (he Lotus Elan of Gerry 10 drive over 100 kms. Although
Marshall chugged to a standstiil numerically the race could have
alongside the pits wall, the gear been better supported, most of
llfvc; having broken off in his W leading _competitors in  the

. e otoring  News/Castrol ~ Cham-
Jon Fletcher profited by 5

the lead was held by Ian Grob
in his immaculate KVG Cheyron
B23 with Lord's Lola T212 in

hot pursuii. Behind - these  1wo
came the Aldon of Linden
Thorne, who had surprised

several onlookers by recording
second fastest time in practice was
roving that the morning time

ad been no fluke. Les Aylott had
the Ardua in fourth spot, but was
under considerable pressure from
the Alexis of Mike Andrew which
was charging through the field.
John Markey spun the Lotus 30
Iwice at Woodcole on the opening
lap and alihough he restarted was
not seen again.

By the third“lap Grob's chal-
Ienge had expired as water found
its way into the elecirics and he
was forced to head for the pits,
Lord inheriting the lead. Andrew
had made ‘second spol his own
after a spin by Thorne at Becketts
dropped him from contention and
allowed Aylott into a third place.

Lord continued to extend his
lead over the ficld which
remained constant until the eighth
lap when Thorne again seized

third spot from the Ardua driver o

and kept in close company with
him for several laps. Nol until
lap 14 was Aylott able to redeem
the position, the Aldon suffering
increasingly from a  misfire due
10 the damp conditions, finally
calling it a day three laps later.
By this time Lord had established

a (wo-lap advantage over second
man Andrew. ‘
Aylott’s - challenge  splutiered

out on the 18th lap and although
he rejoined the race he eveptually:
retired with only four more laps
to his credit, when the wheel nuis!
loosened off. Just when il seemed
that the fire had gone from the
race Lord had the most monu-

the pionship were d with
demise of the Marshall eniry and. current leader Jeremy Lord on.

mental ~“spin a1 the exit of
Bec) when the car aquaplaned
. off the circuil into the adjoining

ficld, forcing him to call at the
pits for a quick checkover. He
rejoined the race with his advan

. tage reduced o only one lap!

With the retirements ahead of

* him Frank Aston motored his

Astra  RNR into third spot,
surviving an early spin and keep-
ing well clear of the baittle for
fourth place which involved
Anthony Huiton's unique Gulf-
Mirage (first of the GT40.based
cars buill by John Wyer) anc
Mark Cole in the Sturdgess. Cole
was destined (o into the
clutches of Len Gibbs who drove
the Daren with good sense 1o
finish fifth overall.

Lord's race was almost lost on
the last lap when a misting visor
and visibility reduced to almost
nil by the spray of backmarkers
caused him to run into the rear
of David Knowles’ Milmor a1
Becketts. He limped to the finish
10 receive the chequered flag and
immediately headed the car 10
the paddock 1o cxamine the
damage which proved to be more
substantial than thought at the
tifhe.

Overall: 1, J. Lord (1.6 Lola T212),
47Tm  02.25  (80.00 _mph); M.
Andrew (1.3 Alexis GT); 3, F. Aston
(1.6 Astra RNRI). Fastest lap: Lord,
1m 07.2s (86.14 mph). >

o 1650 ce:

ver ce: 1, A. Hutton (4.7
Gulf Mirage), 47m 45.4s (72.73 mph),
6 laps; L Grob (1. vron
B23). No other finishers. Fastes( lap:
Grob, 1m 09.0s (83.90 mph).

1301-1650 cc: 1, Lord; 2, Aston.
No other Nnishers. 53

Up (o 1300 cc: 1, Andrew; 2, L.
Gibbs (1.1 Daren GT); 3, M. Cole
(1.3 Sturdgess). Fastest lap: Andrew
and L. Tho! (1.3 Alson), 1m 12.85

o

me
(79.52 mph).

SUPER VEE & CLUBMEN

— 10 laps

Despile the availability of
Volkswagen (GB) Lid Super Vee
Cup Championship points, only
seven cars made the grid and it
was fortunate thal there were
twice as many Clubmans cars (o
make up a respectable grid. The
race lacked fire, and once John
Morrison had gained the lead
in the Super Nova Tui there was
clearly little that the remainder
of the field could do to stay wiih
him. Mark Litchfield ‘was a good
second in the Crossle and fought

off a late challenge from Derck
00k’s  Royale~ after  Fred
Saunders had spun  away his

chances at the wheel of a similar
car in the opening stages.

Over enthusiasm by. Sid Marler
(Gryphon) cost him his fifth place
n the rond and a1 the close only
Ron  Grant (Lola T252) and
Mariin Young (U2) were seriously
contesting anything, Grant even-
tually snaiching seventh place,

Overall and Formula Super Vee:
1, J. Morrison (1.6 Super Nova Tui),
2m 00.0s (80.40 mph); 2, M. Litch-
field (1.6 Crossle 24F); 3, D. Cook
(1.6 Hawke

DL2).  Fastest lap:
Morvison, Im 10.4s (82.23 5 3
Clubman’s 1001 it

10011600 cc: 1, B.
Husbands (1.6 U2), 12m 40.8s (76.09

mph); 2, r (L6 Gryphon);
# R. Cresswell (1.6 Phantom).
astest lap: Marler, Im 12.85 (79.52

mph).

Up 1o 1000 ce: 1, M. Y Lo
U2), 13m 09.4s (73.33 w::‘l.l [ &
Owen (1.0 U2). No other finishers.
:{'.u:-l lap: Young, Im 16.4s (75.77

Rothmans saloon heat.

salom’s Ginetta sharing the
?Fgm,mw after lapping in 54.0s,
well inside the old record. Look-
ing a1 the lap charts, this
appeared to be yel another pro-
cession, bul there was more (o
it than thai. Nugent got the best
of the start, and rushed off with
Absalom, Dave Morton _(Elan)
and Bob Hendry (Midget) in pur-
suit. And that’s the way the order
stayed to the end. :
nt_gol about four seconds
clcr:;.mgndllhen during the ninth
lap, perhaps assisted by traffic,
Absalom pushed the Ginetta up
until i1 was only -a second
behind. He tricd the inside line
at the hairpin, but there was
nothing doing, so he saved his
big effort for the' final corner of
the last lap. Nugent's technique
al Arena is rather different from
the others, because he lets the
Elan go very wide towards the
exit, kills the understeer by lift-
ing off and brings the car back
on line. Just before lifting off,
he leaves a lot of room on the
inside, and this is whai Absalom
was aiming at. However, al-
though the pursuer knew the
exacl moment 1o pounce, the
pursued was well aware of it
oo, and alt just the right
time Nugent altered his style of
entry into the Arena, kept closer
in and held the door firmly
shut.

1, M. Nugent (1.8 Lotus Elan) 9m
12.2s (67.14 mph); 2, J. Absalom (1.8
Ginetta G4); 3, D. Morton (1.6 Lotus
Elan); 4, R. Hendry (1.3 Midget).
Fastest lap under 1150cc: R. Forester-

Smith (1.1 Ginetta) 57.0s "((51‘5'.‘05
). Fastest lap over 2
mﬂm‘ and Absalom, 54.0s (68.67

mph) new class record.
FORMULE LIBRE—IS laps

With Tommy Reid on pole for
the  United British Caravan
Trophy race with a lap in 47.7
seconds, and [ain McLaren lead-
ing the home challenge with
50.0s, there was little doubt about
the result, unless Tommy's recent
ill-luck  bird * settled on i
shoulder again. In his usual
hill-climber's way, lain McLaren
made the first move at flagfall
with the ex-Wingfield BT36,
but - Reid’'s BT38/40 was ahead
within = 30 yards and blattered
away (o win by no less than 42
seconds.

McLaren was lonely in second
place- for the whole race, and
the only one not to be lapped.
Behind him at first were Tony
Charnell in the. Gropa sports
car, Douglas Thomson in the
Ecosse-Imp and Campbell Gra-
ham in the Crossle pre-
viously driven by Ken Fildes.
Perhaps  restraining  himself be-
cause of some official lip-pursing
about his tactics in his earlier
Ingliston days, Graham staried
easily and waited until the
fourth lap before really getting
down (o business and picking
off the Ecosse-Imp. The Crossle
passed the Gropa on lap eight,
and although Charnell ftried to
come back at it going into
Arcna, it was soon safely ahead.
Downfield, the main interest was
in the scrap for the leading FF
Eosmon. Lawson and MacGilvray
epl very close for lap after
lap, unil MacGilvray sprinted
through on ‘lap 13, at much' the
samg lime as omson started
:Iqsmg hard on Charnell; buf
he'd left it too late, and the race
finished wilh no more changes
of position.

I, T. Reid (2.0 Brabha
12m 07,08 ety
3

sle 19F);
lap: R:lu"'-a‘ow&mqgﬁavc" hr:;“’:i
outright record. ) el

SPECIAL SALOONS—IS5 laps

The  Rothmans  final  was
clearly 8Jing 10 be an opportunity
to contribule to the Bill Dryden
Benevolent  Fund.  The rgMT
Firenza gunned its way into an
immediate lead, with Jackie
Paiterson, Eric Paterson, Douglas
Niven and Duncan Fisher behind.
Al the end ofrlap 1, Niven had

got the still-poorly Boss Escort
into  third Flnc-: just  behind
Paiterson. It looked like an ideal

set-up for DTV to operale some
team tactics, bul  Niven could
never get as close again.

Most of the interest, apart
from seeing Bill Dryden obliter-
ale his own saloon lap record
by 1.2 seconds, was in a great
battle for fifth place, invol ving

yden,

Frank Gunn, Jim Dryd: Eric
Smith, Duncan Fisher and Bill

15

of Jackie Paterson’s Firenza in the s

econd

d, They were beliing ml_.lnd
Elronr:)a:( nose-to-tail by the sixth
lap. Then Donald dropped a
little, and a couple of laps later
there was a gap between Smith
and Fisher. Smith dropped out
on the tenth lap, leaving the
struggle between Gunn  and
Dryden. Fisher made a great
effort with his one-litre Imp and
got back in touch with the two
1300s.. The pace told on Frank
Gunn, and he was at the back
of the trio on the 13th lap.
Dryden and Fisher were neck-
and-neck past the grandstand at
the start of the final lap. and
that's how they Taced to the
Essex, where Fisher had to back
off or go off. Right at the end he
was shaping for another iryat the
Arcna exit, but a tail-ender was
only a few yards in front, and
there was no room for anything
fancy.

ey T
Escort); 4, E. Paterson (1.3 Colvend
D o R e Fastet i
S6.4s (6574
class

er
Dryden (69.05  mph)

record.

§3.7s

SPECIAL GT and SPORTS
= CARS—I0 laps

The familiar mixed bag of
vehicles cntered for this event,
with Peter MacNaughton's Mal-
lock the only Clubman’s entry.
Tony Charnell had the - Gropa
firmly on pole, its clutch and
flywheel troubles now cured.
From the start, he zoomed off
into a permanent lead, with Mel
Ross’s Mallock and John Absa-
lom's Ginetta behind. It wasn’t
as faraway a win as at_the last
meeting, ss kept the
Mallock always within a second
or so of the leader, and seems
to be much more confident after
his first win a1 Croft.

Peter MacNaughton had an
eventful drive, with adventures
al Caravan and the Essex, while
Dave Morton had to recover
from a bad start and went past
the cars in front as if he really
meant il. Eddie Labinjoh had
been last oui of the paddock with™
the Fisher Spyder sounding
rough. I seemed 1o clear its
throat and then fell sick again;
after being last away from the
start, he brought it into the pils.
A plug change restored the
Spyder to health, but it was by
then 100 far back 1o play any

nificant part in the race. Tony

arnell had decided not to
paint the Gropa until he'd inter-
ested a sponsor in il; 5o now that
it is being supported by Thistle
Kitchens, it is likely to appear
in_future with a less accidental
colour scheme.

I, T. Charnell (1.8 Gropa-FVC) 9m
02.4s (68.36 mph); 2, M. Ross (1.6
Mallock U2 XIB); 3, J. Absalom
(1.8 Ginetta G4); 4, D. Morton (1.6
Lotus Elan] S

lap up fo
1600cc: (70.23  mph),
Fastest lap over 1600cc: mell,
52.8s (70.23 mph).
GROUP ONE SALOONS
—10laps
. Eddie Labinjoh got away first
in Jack Fisher's ex-Roger Clark
Alfa  2000GTV, but  Tony
Charnell in the borrowed Mopar
Avenger  GT closed up. They
went into  Caravan logether,
touched slightly and the Alfa
on (o the grass, Eddic
Kept it there for. most' of the
way 1o Southstand, where it spun
round, Bob Dalgetty went into
second place with “his Mexico,
followed by Jennifer Birrell, oul
Q&l{;} in the Halesfield Simea
1 Rallye. Labinjoh was mak-
up ground, though, and
assed -the Simca on lap seven.
ennifer was the last of the
unlapped drivers, and it would
be pleasant 1o see her back on
the circuil again with something
rather more powerful. A fairly
mild but interesting day’s racing
finished on a low key, and
there’s no doubt that since the
special saloon final was moved up
the programme, a lot of the
as gone out
stages of the
meetings.

RF.
(L5 Avenger GT)
mph); 2,

Fastest lap
66.25 (56,01 mph),



