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Leslie cracks
own record

| DAVID LESLIE, in devastating form with the Hope Scoit Ralt,

demadished his own ouiri

t record in the course of a fine Scottish MRC

meeting at Ingliston on Sunday. Douglas Niven won a tremendous G
final, and Andy Smith took top points in both the Clubmans Register

rounds, as well as iwo class records.

Three cars didn’t get more than
50 yards fr:i\m the ELm: in an
#CTIon- 2d starl 1o the openin
Wran mrnphj race for I-JI:-'KEMF
Bob Burgess led into the Esses
from Duncan Hall, but Hall

ssedd a1 the hairpin on the first
ap and had a clear win. Chic
Stenhouse passed Dogre
Hamilton for third place on lap
three, and these four qualified for
the main FF evemt later in the

Programme.

Pole position, after a damp
ractice for the Caledon Coal
Eampunr over M) cc GT heat,
was taken by Walier Robertson’s
DFVY. But Douwglas Niven
roasted off 1o put the
WW-Chevrolet comfortably ahead
to the Esses, Second place was
taken over at Lefthander by Nicky
Ellis's Cowgate Elan. Gaps
between  these cars began (o
widen, and Niven was already in
amongst the back-markers by lap
five. But as the race moved into its

final guarter. they all bunched up
together  again.  Niven was n
trouhle with tightening -up
steering, and  Robertson  was
making a determined bid to draw
level with the Elan. They crossed
the linc with only (.65 among
them. in the closest GT finish at
Ingliston for a long time: and there
was something at least as good to
come.

Mike Dixon, leader of the
Clubmans Register championship,
didn't start in the Clubmans A
rice. Neither did pole position
man John Fyda, who had to trickle
his Agra Mallock off the grid
before the flag  dropped
accompanied by nasty  engine
naises. Paul Gibson led from the
fine with Richard Morgan and
John Mackie behind, but second
time inte Arena. Morgan spun and
Mackie collected him. After the
furore died down, Gibson had an
85 lead over Jim Yardley in the
Beagle. Andy Smith was really
pressing, however, taking second
Mace on lap four and setting off on
what looked like an unavailing
pursuit of the leader. He whattle
that lead down lap by lap, setting a
new class record, and swept past
to finish 212 clear.

In the second Laidlaw GT heat,
for cars under 1K) cc, Bob Leckic
just mowved first from alongside

e position man Jim

cGauchay, but fumbled it and
d d down through the field.
McGauchay's FES Imp took the
lead Gieorge  Coghill's
far-travelled Caithness  Glass
Davrian. Coghill tried really hard
to get (o terms, and was handed

the lead on Ia;}‘: five as MeGauchay

spun @t Lefthander.’ Leckie pot
back up o second. but then burst
an oil pipe and ahandoned his car
to the pits. Ricky Gauld moved up
to secomd place, and McGauchay
came back into third.

Several incidents delayed the
start of the Shell championship
FFI60 race. notably one at the
hatrpin, where Colin Verity spun
his Hawke and Ronnic Whitaker
up-ended his similar car on the

rass taking avoiding action.

ally Warwick was on pole, but
Peter Rose snatched the lead from
the start, despite having a bent
wheel rim on his Van Diemen
from am earlier
affray.

Warwick and Keith Wickham
made it a Van Diemen 1-2-3, but
Warwick took the lead round the
first lap. Tom Brown, from the
third row,  started a wvery
determined charge with the Parks
of Hamilton Var Diemen. Rose
tli__!:un at Clock, then again al the

sses, Brown picked off Wickham
then closed right up on Warwick.
Omn lap 11 he made a classic move,
on the owiside line round the
hairpin and out of it, so he was on
the nside along the short straight
into Lefthander. That's where he
slipped  through werE neatly into
the lead. Wickham also
ontfumbled Warwick, and the
ane-time race leader dropped to
third.

The next race had a real
mixture: FF1600, FF2000, Class B
Clubmuns, and the new Cheveon
B5Z Sports 2000 car, racing in
Laurence Jacobsen's hands for the

warm-up lap

first time on its home ground.
Keith Lawrence's F i Lola
had a fine RAag-to-flag win, with
Andy  Smith picking up top

Clubmans B points in  second
place, and another class lap
record.

David Leslie had already been
under the outright lap record in
practice for the' Cilaspow Aerald
race. He took the lead from the
start, and on a cold track with a
clear road in front of him for the
first 11 laps, he equalled his old
record, then steadily lowered it in
a fine piece of exhibition driving 1o
43.%s — 8446 mph in a vear when
the £1.000 prize for the first
85 mph lap is no longer on offer!
Dave Dulfields Caledon Ralt was
second throughout, and although
Cameron Binnie pressed Bernie
Hunter hard for third place, that's
how they finished.

The GT final was another
excellent affair. Douglas Niven
bulleted the VW-Beetle off the
line, with Walter Robertson’s
DFVW and Nicky Elliss Elan
nlghl behind,  although  Ellis
already had a push-start penalty.
The pace was furious among these
three, and that infected the rest of
the feld, because there were
twosomes and threesomes battling
it out all the way down. Robertson
tried 1o haul the DFVW level with
the Beetle at the hairpin on lap
four, went onto the grass and gave
the Elan just enough room to dart
through. first three staved in
that order to the end, but it was a
real race all the way, with Niven in
top form s]-:-tl.'m% in and out of
backmarkers. A long way behind,
there was a great scrap for fourth,
which cventually wemt w Ricky
Gauld. R.F,

Fl1600 — 10 Japs: 1. D, Hall [ Rovale RP26),
9m 08,75 (67 58 mph): 2. B. Burgess | Fmage
FFIBAy 3. C. Mephouse (Van Diemen
RFT): 4, [}, Hamilion {Van Deemen BRFTE}.
Fasiest lap: Hall, 53.8s {58.92 mph)

T cars sver 100Bec — 10 laps: | . [} MNiven

(5.0 VW-Chevrolet ), Bm 2325 [ 7364 mph): 2.

M. Ellis (20 Elan); 3. W, Kobopson (30
DFYW) 4. M. Bargess (47  Esoon-
Chevroler). Fastiest lap over 150ke: Miven,
45 8 (75,08 mph). Fastest lap 1.000-] 500 ge:
E. Paterson (1,3 Imap). 5455 (6804 mph).

Clahmans Ches A — 12 ll:: 1. A Smith
Malhock ME, 21). % 4445 (7614 mph); 2, P,
sibson (Malloek MK 27} 30 1 Yandley
{Beagle Mk, 48); 4. J. Swvenson (Mallock
M, H0). Fastest lap:i §mith, 8.8 (7923
mphi. RECORD

GT cars up do 100 o0 — 10 laps: 1. G,
Caoghill (Davrian Mk /8), 9m 137 (66,73

b 2, R. Gauld (Emp); 3. 1. MoGinechay

{Imp}; 4, K. Coleman (Davrian). Fasiess lap:
B ft-ck'ie {Impj. 53. 2% (&9 M mph}

Frigey — 12 I.Ir . T. Baown (Van
Demen). Ilm 13ds (6608 mph); 2. K
Wickham (Van Diemenl; 3. W Warwick

Van [Memen): 4, G, Sn son (RS}
mslest lap: Brown, 540k (6567 mph).
Clubmams Class B — 13 1

iy
Lawrenee (2.0 Lola T5S800. [ 15.0x {TX.00
mphl; 2. A, Smith (1.6 Mallock ME2IR): 3,
[ Winstanley (2.0 Royale RF27): 4. L.
daeobeen (2.0 Cheveom BSZ). Fastest lap
Clubmans Cliss B: Smith, 509 {T2.E5 mph).
RECORDN. Fastest lap FFXNOD: Lawrence,

5075 (7314 mph).

Formule Libre — 15 laps: 1. [ Leslic (1.6
Ralt BTd). 11m 148 (E2.42 mph)z 2. D
Duffickd 1.6 Raht KT1): 3. B. Hunter (1.6
:’lll’tﬁ BOAN; & ﬁﬁglmb %r\;‘h TIB).

EL L] f ie. 43, .
mphl. ﬁ'ﬁ[ﬁ]ﬂ' CIRCLAT IIECE‘I‘ID.
Fasgest aver 160 o G, McMilkan (2.0
L) 46,8 (7957 mph).

GT cars — 15 lapss 1. D Miven (5.0
WVW-Chevrolet). 12m dbik (7416 -2,
W, Robertson (310 DFVW): 3, N, Ellis (2.0
Elgn]: 4, K. Ceguld (1.0 lrr;lp]. Fastest lap over
150 e Ellis, 4855 (7045 -
RECORDY, Fasiest lap 1000 o E
Patersan (1.3 Emp). 5575 (64015  mph
Fasiesy undder 1000 o R, Gamld (Ensp).
5.0 (60,96 mph).



